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E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, US, PO. UK 

SUBJECT: KATYN FOREST MEMORIAL 

1 . AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, "KATYN MEMORIAL FUND" HAS 
ERECTED IN LONDON'S GUNNERSBURY CEMETERY A MONUMENT TO 
THE VICTIMS OF THE KATYN FOREST MASSACRE. UNVEILING OF 
MONUMENT WILL TAKE PLACE ON SEPTEMBER 18, AND ORGANIZERS 
HAVE INVITED MEMBERS OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS AS WELL AS REP- 
RESENTATIVES OF HMG. 

2. BOTH FCO AND MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (MOD) HAVE TAKEN PO- 
SITION THAT SINCE MONUMENT BEARS DATE 1940, IT INDICATES 
THAT SOVIETS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR MASSACRE. AS HMG HAS 
NEVER TAKEN A POSITION ON RESPONSIBILITY FOR MASSACRE, 

"HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BE REPRESENTED" AT 
UNVEILING. MOD HAS FURTHER ORDERED THAT NO SERVING 
OFFICERS ATTEND CEREMONY IN UNIFORM. 

3. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY HAD INITIALLV DECLINED INVITATION 

TO CEREMONY AFTER CONSULTATION WITH FCO AND MOD, WE HAVE 
SINCE ACCEPTED ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM DEPARTMENT AND TOLD 
ORGANIZERS THAT FSR LEWIS DALE, AMBASSADOR'S SPECIAL 
ASSISTANT, WOULD ATTEND. INFORMALLY, WE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
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4. HMG HAS COME UNDER PUBLIC ATTACK FOR "BOYCOTT" OF 
CEREMONY. AND PRESS IS DISPLAYING LIVELY INTEREST IN EN- 
TIRE STORY. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERIES, WE HAVE SAID 
ONLY THAT OUR REPRESENTATION AT UNVEILING IS INTENDED AS 
A MARK OF HOMAGE TO THE VICTIMS OF THE MASSACRE AND A 
TOKEN OF RESPECT TO THOSE WHO HAVE ERECTED THE MONUMENT 
TO THEM. WE HAVE REFUSED TO BE DRAWN INTO ANY COMMENT ON 
USG VIEWS REGARDING RESPONSIBILITY FOR MASSACRE. 

5. THIS RESTRICTED PRESS LINE HAS NOT, HOWEVER, PRE- 
VENTED CEREMONY ORGANIZERS FROM MAKING PUBLIC THEIR OWN 
INTERPRETATIONS OF USG PRESENCE. "EVENING STANDARD" OF 
SEPTEMBER 16, FOR EXAMPLE, CARRIES STORY HEADLINED, 

"KATYN MASSACRE GETS ITS MONUMENT AT LAST," UNDER EYE- 
BROW, "POLES IUBILANT AS U.S. SENDS REPRESENTATIVE TO THE 
CEREMONY." STORY QUOTES KATYN MEMORIAL FUND HONORARV 
SECRETARY LOUIS FITZGIBBON AS SAYING' "THE FACT THAT HE 
(I.E., DALE) IS COMING MEANS THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
APPROVES OF WHAT WE ARE DOING." 

6. SHOULD HE BE TARGET OF ANY QUESTIONS AT CEREMONY, 

DALE WILL STICK TO PRESS LINE INDICATED IN PARA 4 ABOVE. 
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